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THIS ISSUE: MARRIAGE AND FAMLY

SBC speakers stress
importance of families
By Allie Martin and Jenni Parker

Last year, as Southern
Baptists officially unveiled a
new initiative, “Kingdom
Families,” at their national
convention, two guest speakers
gave special emphasis to the
importance of protecting and
strengthening the family,
almost foreshadowing the
impending battle that has
lately engaged the Church as a
whole: the fight to defend
traditional marriage from
assaults against the biblical
definition of that institution.

At the Southern Baptist
Convention (SBC) gathering,
Dr. Adrian Rogers, pastor of
Bellevue Baptist Church in
Memphis, addressed 9,000
listeners on the importance of
strong families. Rogers, a
former SBC president, noted
that Christian homes are built
by Jesus – but all too often,
men and women look for
contentment in the wrong
places. In a humorous
illustration, the minister
underscored his point: “A wise
person said that some people
get into marriage for the same
reason a tick gets on a dog: for
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what he can get out of it.”
Rogers admonished husbands
and wives to: “Learn to be
content, and don’t try to get
your contentment from your
mate. Your husband is not
there to make you content.
Your wife is not there to make
you content. If you don’t find
contentment in Jesus, you’re
not going to find it.”

informed and involved in the
battle to defend marriage
against those trying to redefine
it. (For more information
about supporting a federal
marriage amendment see
www.nogaymarriage.com.)

Also at the SBC
convention, Christian
counselor Dennis Rainey,
president of Family Life
Ministries, told Southern
Baptists they should fight for
their families because the
battle for the family is one of
the most important the
denomination has ever fought.
He told listeners that by
taking a stand that very night,
they would be helping to
change the courses of their
churches for generations to
come.

Noting that statistics show
there are 3,500 divorces daily in
the United States, Rainey
asserted that no society can
survive the breakdown of the
family. “We need only to look at
the Bible to determine how
important the family is,” he
said. “What does the Bible
begin with? A marriage. What
does the Bible end with in
Revelation? A marriage. When
Jesus was asked, in the Sermon
on the Mount, how do we refer
to God as we pray to Him? Pray
in this way: ‘Our heavenly
Father.’ Marriage and family
were designed by God to reflect
His image to a fallen earth.”

RECENT HEADLINES
Groups hope Bush ready to
defend marriage with action

A coalition of more than 20
pro-family groups is welcom-
ing the president’s commit-
ment to support a federal
marriage amendment, but will
remain vigilant to ensure he
makes good on the promise.

Protecting marriage,
defending the unborn

At least three important
pieces of legislation tied to
family values will be presented
to Congress in 2004.

Toddlers glued to tube
A study by the Kaiser Family

Foundation found that 68% of
children age two and under
spend about two hours a day in
front of the TV, the computer,
or playing video games.

Decency advocate says pro-
family pressure works

The FCC is pushing stiffer
penalties for broadcast
indecency, but some say more
must be done.

Book review: Rescuing
teens from pop culture

Former Focus on the Family
youth culture specialist Bob
DeMoss offers invaluable tools
for parents seeking ways to
counter pop culture’s negative
impact on their children.

Before concluding, Rogers
also urged SBC pastors and
messengers to support a
traditional marriage
amendment being considered
by Congress. Several pro-
family organizations have been
urging Christians to become

Rogers

Rainey

NEXT MONTH:


