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THIS ISSUE: Money & Finances

Christians are managers,
not owners of God’s gifts

By Allie Martin

(AgapePress) - A financial
coach says Christians need to
have a better understanding of
biblical principles when it
comes to money management.
Unfortunately, he says, too
many believers have been lured
into the trap of materialism.

In his workbook Five
Steps to Financial
Freedom: Money
Management Made
Easy, author James
Wise offers a
systematic
approach to
planning for the
future and
handling the
resources that
God provides.

He says most

Christians do not

have a firm

understanding of

stewardship — or the fact that
“God claims ownership over all
things.”

“The thing that was most
transforming for me personally
was [when I started] to
understand that everything
that has ever run through my

hands belongs to God,” Wise
says. “And once I take that
perspective — that God is the
owner — then I look a little
further into God’s Word and ask
“What is my responsibility?””
Wise, managing director of
Ronald Blue & Company
financial, estate, tax, and

investment firm, answers that
question: “God assigns to us
the responsibility of stewards
or managers over what He has
entrusted to us,” he says. But
the financial advisor says many
Christians are unable to grasp
that concept and, instead,

harbor common, but
frequently unrecognized
symptoms of materialism.

“T’ve seen this in the
Church in the form of
compulsive saving,” he says.
“For example, I've seen a lot of
cases where a Christian may
become very obsessive about
saving for some future event,
and [sometimes takes that] to
the extreme where there’s not
enough money left to buy
clothes for the kids.”

He confesses to seeing that
attitude taken to such an
extreme that, in a number of
instances, there was such an
obsession with accumulation
“that some of the other things
that God calls us to do with His
money are completely ignored.”

Wise says in the 1980s, he
bought into the myth that to
be happy, one had to have a
big house, new cars, and a six-
figure income. But he says his
priorities changed after he
committed his life to Christ.
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RECENT HEADLINES
Helping children understand God’s plan for tithing,
saving, working
Christian Author and Mom Ellie Kay shares what
works with her children.
http://headlines.agapepress.org/archive/2/202004c.asp
http://headlines.agapepress.org/archive/3/122004g.asp

Christian CEO gives biblical guidelines for business
The founder of the largest African-American-owned

business in the U.S. says his company's success is due

to the biblical principles on which it is built.
http://headlines.agapepress.org/archive/1/292004d.asp

10 ways to increase your credit score
and save money

Credit scoring is one of the deep, dark secrets of our
modern financial world. While millions of Americans
know they have a ‘credit report,” few understand what it
means. Even more, if you aren't careful, new, high-tech
credit scoring processes will hammer you with higher
pricing for your home, car, insurance, and other
consumer items.

http://headlines.agapepress.org/archive/1/212004g.asp

‘Inside-out’ investment decision-making
Christian financial expert Austin Pryor explains one
of the more contra-intuitive propositions he regularly
puts forth in his monthly newsletter — the idea that
investing decisions can usually be made with little
regard for what's currently going on in the markets.
http://headlines.agapepress.org/archive/4/22004g.asp

Recommended reading
Financial Peace: Revisited is the updated, expanded
guide to overcoming debt and managing personal
finances by money-management expert and personal
finance radio talk show Dave Ramsey. To order:
http://afa.spreadtheword.com/store/
comersus_viewitem.asp?ISBN=0670032085&Cat0



